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Donations for the Yorkshire Yoga Building Purchase Fund 

Please plan to stay a little bit longer on the day -- 
 Silent Auction Catalogue will be available 

 

How can Yorkshire Yoga raise enough to purchase the premises?   
YY is in the middle of a multi-staged application process for Sport England Yorkshire’s Community 
Investment Fund which can fund 35-65% of a project’s total cost.  This is Lottery funding. On the 8th of 
November the Community Sport Network (CSN) team and the district’s disabilities officer visited our class 
for wheelchair users and carers.  On the 13th of November, the CSN (for the first time ever in the Harrogate 
District!) approved a proposal to go forward in the Sport England grant process.   
 
The total project cost is £122,500.  However, in order to proceed to the next stage, we have to show we 
have secured the promise of partnership funding.  This matched funding cannot come from another Lottery 
source, so we are applying to other grant-making organisations and corporate sponsors.  If you can help 
us locate sources of funding, please let us know! 
 

YY has to contribute £12,250 (10% of total cost) itself, which is why we are launching the Silent 
Auction of Promises in tandem with the Lie Down fundraising events. 
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What’s the threat?  
Yorkshire Yoga (YY)  has been renting its premises since 2004. The lease contains an option to purchase the 
building, but this expires when the lease expires in 2009. The option price is less than the current market value of the 
property.  This is partly because we have invested over £10,000 to improve the facilities which are now fully 
accessible and properly equipped for people with disabilities. (One of YY’s charitable objects is to bring the 
therapeutic benefits of yoga to disabled people. The hoist and other specialist equipment cannot be transported from 
venue to venue.  If YY was forced out of the premises, our charitable work with disabilities would not be able to 
continue.)  YY’s longevity is threatened because: 

• The landlord has been putting quite a lot of pressure on us either to exercise the option to purchase now  or 
relinquish the right to purchase.   

• He does not care whether he sells the property to us or to someone else, i.e., a property investor or 
developer.   

• We have been advised by estate agents that a higher profit would be achieved if the building was divided 
into two units.  

•  If this happened, the community would lose a treasured facility that is currently being used by hundreds of 
people each week  --  people of all ages, all levels of ability and disability, all races, religions and socio-
economic groups. 

• Charity-owned premises will ensure that our region has a permanent centre for yoga.  
 


